16            . The Vedanta Philosophy.

or collections of metrical prayers and hymns of

praise, the Brahma^as, or prose treatises on the
sacrifices, and the Ara#yakas, books intended
for the dwellers in the forest, the most Important
portion of which is formed by the Upanishads.
These Upanishads are philosophical treatises,
and their fundamental principle might seem with
us to be subversive of all religion. In these
Upanishads the whole ritual and sacrificial system
of the Veda is not only ignored, but directly
rejected as useless, nay as mischievous. The
ancient gods of the Veda are no longer recog-
nised. And yet these Upanishads are looked
upon as perfectly orthodox, nay as the highest
consummation of the Brahmanic religion.

This was brought about by the recognition of
a very simple fact which nearly all other religions
seem to have ignored. It was recognised In
India from very early times that the religion of
a man cannot be and ought not to be the same
as that of a child; and again, that with the growth
of the mind, the religious ideas of an old man
must differ from those of an active man of the
world It is useless to attempt to deny such